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BEDALE  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 

NORTH  RIDING  OF  YORKSHIRE, 


Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer 
OF  Health,  1939. 


To  THE  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Bedale  Rural  District  Council. 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  of  presenting  my  Annual  Report  for  the 
year  ending  31st  December,  1939. 

In  accordance  with  instructions  from  the  Minister  of  Health, 
reports  during  the  period  of  the  war  are  to  be  considerably  cur- 
tailed. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  OF  THE  COUNCIL. 

One  Medical  Officer  of  Health  (part  time). 

One  Sanitary  Inspector  (part  time). 

One  Water  Inspector  (part  time). 

STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 

Area  (in  acres),  43,302. 

(a)  Resident  Population,  mid.  1939,  6,475. 

(b)  Average  population  appropriate  to  the  calculation  of  death 
rates,  6,749. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1939),  according  to  Rate 
Books,  1928. 

Rateable  value  of  the  area,  £23,820-0-0. 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate,  £98-5-1 IJ. 
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Unemployment  has  been  negligible.  All  active  workers  being 
absorbed  by  agriculture  or  engaged  in  the  several  large  con- 
tracts in  the  area. 

STATISTICS. 

Live  Births — Total  M.  F. 

Legitimate  101  57  44  1 Birth  Rate 

Illegitimate  10  4 6 / 17.14. 

The  Birth  Rate  for  1938  was  17.28. 

The  Birth  Rate  for  all  England  and  Wales  for  1939  was  15.0. 

Stillbirths,  6.  Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births,  51.2 

Total  M F 

Deaths  86  40  46  = 12.74. 

The  Death  Rate  for  1938  was  12.96. 

The  Death  Rate  for  all  England  and  Wales  for  1939  was  12.1. 


Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes  : — 

(1)  Puerperal  Sepis,  Nil. 

(2)  Other  Puerperal  Causes,  Nil. 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  : — 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  ...  ...  ...  45.0 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitim.ate  (live  births)  39.6 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  (live  Births)  100.0 
Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  8 

,,  ,,  Measles  (all  ages)  0 

,,  ,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ...  ...  0 

,,  ,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age)  ...  0 


There  has  been  no  unusual  or  excessive  sickness  or  mortality 
in  the  area  during  the  year. 


GOVERNMENT  EVACUATION  SCHEME. 

During  the  first  week  in  September  the  aboe  scheme  was 
put  into  operation,  some  900  children,  mothers  and  expectant 
mothers  arriving  on  two  consecutive  days. 

After  their  reception  at  Bedale  School,  they  were  dispersed 
in  the  town  and  to  the  various  villages  where  billets  had  been 
previously  found  for  them. 
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The  hygienic  condition  of  many  of  the  children  v/as  found 
to  be  most  unsatisfactory,  a number  being  found  to  be  suffering 
from  scabies,  impetigo,  and  eneuresis,  but  after  the  cure  and 
attention  bestowed  on  them  by  the  billetors,  marked  improve- 
ment soon  became  apparent. 

Much  credit  is  due  to  the  Householders  who  received  the 
evacuees. 

About  10  days  after  the  first  arrival,  a second  evacuation 
took  place,  this  time  from  Sunderland  ; about  560  children  and 
teachers  being  received  into  this  area. 

In  order  to  isolate  and  treat  cases  of  impetigo,  scabies  and 
eneuresis,  Fencote  Hall  was  taken  over  by  your  Council,  and  under 
the  able  supervision  of  your  Clerk  (Mr.  Heath),  was  furnished  and 
equipped  as  a Sick  Bay. 

This  has  proved  a most  valuable  Institution,  it  being  possible 
to  accommodate  some  40  children. 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 
FOR  THE  AREA. 

There  have  been  no  developments  or  changes  in  the  following 
services  : — 

(a)  Laboratory  facilities. 

(b)  Ambulance  facilities. 

(c)  Nursing  in  the  Home. 

(d)  Treatment  Centres  and  Clinics. 

(e)  Hospitals. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 
Water. 

During  the  year  the  Trunk  Mains  of  the  New  Water  Scheme 
were  completed  and  connection  was  made  with  the  well  at  Bellerby. 
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Pipe  tracks  were  also  laid  to  Aiskew,  Leeming  Bar,  Leeming, 
Londonderry,  Exelby,  Theakston,  and  Scruton,  the  water  supply 
being  then  made  available  to  these  villages. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

Owing  to  war  conditions,  no  extensions  or  developments 
were  undertaken.  Blocked  drains  were  dealt  with  when  necessary 
and  temporary  measures  adopted. 

Closet  Accommodation. 

29  Water  Closets  were  installed  during  the  year. 

Public  Cleansing. 

There  has  been  no  alteration  in  the  scheme  already  in  ex- 
istence for  the  collection  of  refuse  in  the  area. 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area. 

Subsequent  to  inspections,  32  nuisances  were  abated  on  the 
serving  of  informal  notices  and  2 on  the  serving  of  abatement 
notices. 

Schools. 

No  alterations  have  been  made  in  the  sanitary  arrangements 
at  any  of  the  Schools. 

Kirklington  School  was  closed  for  a fortnight  in  March  on 
account  of  influenza  and  whooping  cough. 

HOUSING. 

Number  of  houses  repaired  on  service  of  an  informal  notice  ...  26 

Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during  the  year  ...  6 

New  houses  completed  during  the  year 22 

By  private  enterprise  16 

By  the  Local  Authority  ...  ...  6 

There  was  a considerable  number  of  cases  of  temporary  over- 
crowding caused  by  householders  taking  in  lodgers,  workmen 
engaged  on  local  contracts,  members  of  the  Services  and  their 


wives. 
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Action  was  found  to  be  necessary  in  four  cases. 

Eight  houses  were  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  occupation 
during  the  year. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

Milk. 

Inspections  have  been  made  of  all  premises  where  milk  is 
produced,  and  in  cases  where  complaints  have  been  made  from 
Dairies  outside  the  area  receiving  milk,  the*  cause  has  been  in- 
vestigated. 

Meat. 

Following  inspections  of  premises  used  as  Slaughter  Houses, 
Shops  and  Stalls,  the  carcases  of  14  pigs  were  conedmned  as  unfit 
for  food  : — 

13  of  the  carcases  were  affected  with  tuberculosis. 

1 with  kidney  disease. 

Parts  of  26  carcases  were  condemned  on  account  of  disease 
or  injury. 


PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER 

INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 

! 

Except  for  an  epidemic  of  influenza  in  January  and  February, 
there  has  been  very  little  infectious  disease  in  the  area  during 
the  year. 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (OTHER  THAN 
TUBERCULOSIS)  DURING  THE  YEAR  1939. 


Disease. 

Total  Cases 
Notified. 

Cases  admitted 
to  Hospital. 

Total 

Deaths. 

Scarlet  Fever 

11 

6 

0 

Diphtheria 

2 

2^ 

0 

Enteric  Fever 

1 

1 

0. 

Puerperal  Fever  ... 

0 

0 

0 

Puerperal  Pyreaia 

2 

1 

0 

Pneumonia 

8 

0 

2 

Erysipelas 

3 

0 

0 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 

New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1939. 


New  Cases.  Deaths. 


Age  Periods.  Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

M 

F 

M. 

F 

M F 

M F 

0 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

5 

- 

- 

- 

- 

15  3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

25 

- 

- 

- 

- 

35 

- 

- 

- 

1 

45 

1 

1 

1 

1 

- 

55 

- 

- 

- 

- 

65  and 
upwards 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Totals  3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

All  cases  of  Deaths  from  Tuberculosis  had  been  previously 
notified. 


I have  the  honour  to  be,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  Servant, 

ALAN  W.  HANSELL, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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